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CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORDCHAIRMAN’S FOREWORDCHAIRMAN’S FOREWORDCHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD 

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS 

Publication date for the October Newsletter: 15 th October 
(later than normal due to holiday commitments).  
Submissions deadline: 17 th September 

Congratulations to the following members who have passed the 
Advanced Test since the last newsletter:  John Abbey, Ray Johns 
and Roderick Shaw. Also congratulations to Jill Hurst and Nigel 
Pamplin who have attained the Senior Observer qualification.  

Hi Guys and Gals. 
 
Well the good weather is still with us (although it has had a slight blip since Ian 
wrote this - Editor), so motorcycling looks more appealing than ever. However, it 
does bring some additional hazards that are worth bearing in mind - such as more 
cars driving around with windows turned down and radios turned up to drown out 
the wind noise and maybe also the sound of your approaching bike. So be 
particularly careful when filtering. 
 
With the good weather has come more new members. So welcome to them all 
officially. I know our existing members will make you fell more than welcome. Our 
thoughts also go out some members and good friends going through less than 
good times, particularly those with health problems. I am sure we all send our 
support and wish them a swift return. 
 
We had a good attendance at the California Superbike Evening which turned out 
to be entertaining as well as informative (see write up on page 17). You all gave 
generously so we managed to raise £154 for the York shire Air Ambulance . 
Well done. 
 
My thanks to all the members who have sent nice letters with their membership 
renewals recently, praising the work done by the group to make our motorcycling a 
safe and enjoyable (although expensive) pastime. Thanks for your kind words 
which I would like to pass on to all those who work for the aims of the group, it is 
our teamwork that makes us successful. 
 
Safe biking, 
 

Ian Buckle 
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EDITORIALEDITORIALEDITORIALEDITORIAL 

Welcome to the August issue of The Tidings. Quite a packed 
issue this time so no long drivel from me. Can I just draw your 
attention to a few things. There are two articles connected with 
safety and security which are based on simple yet effective 
ideas: Lock-2-Lock (see below), something many of you do when 
riding with friends but extending the idea out to all bikers; and 

ICE Contact (on page 7) which many of you may have already heard about, 
particularly since 7th July. We also have a new advertiser this issue - Infinity 
Motorcycles (page 18) who will be with us hopefully on the Rider of the Year day 
on the 3rd September (see full details and entry form on page 16). 
 
Let’s be careful out there and I’ll see you soon. 

James Coates 

LOCKLOCKLOCKLOCK----2222----LOCKLOCKLOCKLOCK 

Here are details of a new motorcycle security scheme which the Edinburgh and 
District Advanced Motorcyclists Group have recently signed up to.   
 
Lock-2-Lock is determined to beat motorcycle thieves in a proactive way. The 
scheme works by uniting riders of all types of bike to work together. Organised 
gangs steal motorcycles by simply loading them into vans in as little as 20 
seconds and all it takes to prevent this type of theft is participation in the Lock-2-
Lock scheme. 
 
The Lock-2-Lock scheme encourages a biker-friendly community where riders 
simply place a sticker on their bike to indicate that they are members of the Lock-
2-Lock scheme. The sticker authorises Lock-2-Lock members to attach their 
security chain or shackle lock through another member’s security chain making it 
impossible for either bike to be stolen without first breaking the chain. 
 
Lock-2-Lock has already received endorsement from the BMF (British 
Motorcyclists Federation), MAG (Motorcycle Action Group), ACU (Autocycle 
Union) and MCIA (Motorcycle Industry Association).  
 
They are offering discounts on both the full membership packs and the stickers 
packs to organisations wishing to purchase quantities of 50 packs or more for their 
members. So, if enough interested members contact Paul Bowen or Adele 
Mortimer they should be able to get discounted packs. 
 
Further information about the scheme is available at: www.lock2lock.co.uk or by 
contacting Candy Jannetta, Lock-2-Lock Relationship Manager on 08701 993097 
or email press@lockit2me.co.uk 



York Advanced Motorcyclists August 2005  

  5  

RIDE LIST & DATES FOR YOUR DIARYRIDE LIST & DATES FOR YOUR DIARYRIDE LIST & DATES FOR YOUR DIARYRIDE LIST & DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

A
1

62
 

Tadcaster

Ferrybridge

B1222

A1 Wetherby & 
The North

A1 The South &
M62

A63 Leeds

A63 Selby

The Old
Coffee Bar

Cawood

North & South
Exits from A1 
to Sherburn

Not to scale

Squire’s Café Bar 
is ½ mile from the 
A1 and 2 miles 
f rom Sherburn , 
close to a railway 
bridge.

Training Rides for 2005 
 
Every Saturday morning from 
26th March to 29th October. 
Starting from Squires Café, 
on the B1222 between 
Sherburn and the A1. N.B. It 
is no longer possible to exit 
the A1 onto the B1222, the 
A63 or A64 must be used. 
 
Meet at 9.30 (to leave at 
10.00 sharp)  to speed up 
allocation of Associates to 
Observers 
 

See page 7 for a list of the remaining ride destina tions for the 2005 
season. 
 
Wednesday Evening Training Rides 
 
Wednesday evening training rides are running from the Big Chef Café 
(Strawberry Fields) just south of York on the A19. Meet at 18:45 to leave 
at 19:00. The proprietor is keeping the café open for us so it would be 
appreciated if we could support him by buying a few refreshments. 
 
Dates for your diary…. 
 

 
3rd Sept. Rider of the Year competition. Format as previous years.  
  Entry free. See details and entry form on page 16.  
 
10th Sept. Committee Meeting. Starting 1.30pm after Training Ride. 
 
18th Nov. Annual Prizegiving. This will take a slightly different format 

this year. To be held at Melodies, Clifton Moor, with a knife & 
fork buffet, disco, late licence and pub drink prices. Put on 
your dancing shoes! Full details in the next issue. 



York Advanced Motorcyclists August 2005  

6  

SATURDAY TRAINING RIDES & RIDE OUTS 

Below is a list of destinations for the Saturday Training Rides this season. Full day 
rides will take place on the last Saturday of each month to give the opportunity for 
longer rides and experience of riding in small groups. Please note that Training 
Rides should leave Squires at 10.00am. Full Day rides will leave 10:15-10:30 to 
ensure that all Training Rides are adequately resourced. 
 
13th   MELBOURNE ARMS, MELBOURNE 
20th   BOSVILLE ARMS, RUDSTON 
27th     BLACKSMITHS ARMS  FARLINGTON BBQ FOOD 
                      ** FULL DAY RIDE OUT IN GODS OWN COUNTY 
 
3rd Sept. RIDER OF THE YEAR COMPETITION AT SQUIRES 
10th   SQUIRES, NEWTHORPE (Committee Meeting). 
17th   ROYAL OAK, STAVELY. 
24th    FRIDAYTHORPE.  ** ALL DAY RIDE TBA  
 
1st October HIGHWAY MAN  
8th   BOSVILLE ARMS 
15th   ROYAK OAK , STAVELY.                                           
22nd   MELBOURNE  ARMS. 
30th   SUN INN 

ICE  ICE  ICE  ICE  ---- IN CASE OF EMERGENCY IN CASE OF EMERGENCY IN CASE OF EMERGENCY IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 

Eight out of 10 British people carry no next of kin details. Yet 80% carry a mobile 
phone, most of whom have it on them all the time. Putting ICE along with a name 
and telephone number in your mobile phone will enable the emergency services to 
contact your family in the event of an emergency. 
 
The ICE concept was the brainchild of Cambridge-based paramedic Bob Brotchie, 
who works for the East Anglian Ambulance NHS Trust. He discovered that most 
accident victims carry no next of kin details, yet most carry a mobile phone. 
 
All you have to do is: type the acronym ICE followed by a contact name (for 
example, ICE - mum or ICE - David) into the address book of your mobile phone; 
save their phone number; tell your ICE contact that you have nominated them. 
 
Further details about the scheme and what to do are available at 
www.icecontact.com. If you normally have your mobile turned off and/or  SIM card  
protected by PIN number, this is no use to you at all. However, they have thought 
of this. Have a look at the website and on the downloads page there is a Contact 
Card you can print off and cut out to provide a emergency contact and personal 
details (e.g. blood group and allergies) which can be kept in your purse or wallet. 
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NOTES FROM THE TRAINING TEAM 

Well the season is already half way through. It seems like we only started back a 
month ago but time marches on relentlessly. There seems to be less test passes 
than at the same time in previous seasons, 7 to date with a further 3 waiting. 
Clearly something is amiss but we will wait until the season’s end before detailed 
analysis. 
 
On a brighter note we have 2 Senior Observer test passes.  Congratulations to Jill 
Hirst and Nigel Pamplin on their recent success. The ‘trainee’ Senior Observer 
programme is going well with lots of effort and commitment being demonstrated by 
the candidates. The assessment procedure is now well under way, which will 
determine who will be put forward this season and who, if anyone, will need further 
development before being put forward. A limiting factor, of course, is the number 
of applications which can be dealt with by the examiners. The programme of 
Senior Observer development has stood us in good stead in light of recent 
developments which threatened the viability of the team system. 
 
As many of you will know Mike Hern has recently undergone surgery which will 
keep him away for a while.  Clearly we all wish him a speedy recovery and hope to 
see him back soon. Philip Denison has stepped back from active team work; also 
Dave and Allison Burton have had to step back from team leadership due to 
overwhelming commitments. 
 
One flash of light at the tunnel end is that Mike Padgett hopes to make a 
comeback soon and I have asked him to take up joint reins in leading Donnington. 
The current situation then is that Steve Plunton, Pete Horan and Malcolm Bryan 
have all agreed to step up as acting Seniors and jointly lead their respective team 
with an established Senior Observer. Steve Cave has transferred to Donnington to 
lead jointly with Mike Padgett when he returns. If the current development 
programme goes ahead we should still be able to have 3 Seniors per team, even 
though some may be awaiting test. It is likely that the scheme of Senior Observer 
development will run again next year, although perhaps in lesser volume than the 
group currently ongoing. 
 
The Rider of the Year will go ahead again this year running on the first Saturday in 
September, organised by the training team with valuable help from other quarters.  
I hope that many of you will enter and ‘join in’. Further details are on page 16. 
   
This note would not be complete without a public ‘thank you’ to those Senior, 
Qualified and Group Observers who have helped to keep the Saturday morning 
show on the road, sometimes in the face of considerable difficulties. Well done !! 
 
Stay Safe out there 
 

Mike Suggitt  for your training team. 
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CEDERS TOURS - GERMANY 2005 

TUESDAY: The evening of 10th May was fine & dry for the ride to the ferry (Hull-
Rotterdam) boarding before 19:30. All 12 people made it to the bar OK after 
strapping down the 8 bikes and locating our cabins. After getting to know one 
another the evening passed very quickly. 
  
WEDNESDAY: The ferry docked in Rotterdam at 8:00 and we were soon on our 
way out of Europoort and on to our first stop, Monchau in Germany. Our 
tour leader today was Joyce (of ‘Grannie Racing’ fame) and a good job she did 
too. It wasn't Joyce's fault all the HGVs covered up the road signs for about 5 
miles in the roadworks. However, a stop for tea and a bun,  a look at the map and 
we were off again. We all arrived in Monschau and parked up together. Some of 
us went for a look round the old town and some to the glass factory to see some 
beautiful handmade glass, along with lots of locally made wooden toys. I rang 
ahead to the hotel in Klotten (www.hotelzurpost-klotten.de) to let them know we 
would be with them in one and a half hours. We set off into the Eifel region on 
the 258 towards Scheiden/Blankenheim/Nurburg(Nurburgring), where we joined 
the 257 towards Cochem (Mosel Valley). All good biking roads. Then 2 miles up 
the 49 towards Klotten and our hotel for the night. Well done Joyce. We were met 
at the hotel by Bettina, our hostess, who brought out beer for the men and a 
local  wine laced with herbs for the ladies. Very nice it was too. We all parked up in 
the garage (ex wine store) which holds about 30 bikes and has washing/cleaning 
facilities for the bikes. After refreshing ourselves in the en-suite rooms we met in 
the dining room and sat down to a three course meal cooked by our host Klaus, 
who introduced himself and made us all very welcome. After a few ‘grosse’ beer's 
and bottle's of wine we relived the day, as you do, and changed the itinerary for 
the next day, as you do. I think we all went to bed happy. 
  
THURSDAY: The next day started with a good breakfast, German style. The 
weather was good and everyone was ready to roll by 9:30. We were to head onto 
the 49 into Koblenz to see where the Rhine and the Mosel meet at the Wilhelm 1st  

monument. Definitely worth seeing. After a photo opportunity it was off again into 
Koblenz and out onto the 42 for a run down the Rhine to Rudesheim for lunch and 
then to catch the ferry across the Rhine to Bingen. We then followed the 48 all the 
way to Wissembourg, then D34/500 to Baden Baden. The 48 is a good bikers road 
with a bikers cafe at Johannis Kreuz set in woodland. It makes Harrys café look 
small! Unfortunately, we could not stop as time was our enemy today. From Baden 
Baden we took the 500 towards Freudenstadt. Barry now had the lead as he knew 
the way. He took us down the 500, a great biking road, full of wide sweeping 
bends with great views from Mummeslee over the forest and the Rhine valley. We 
turned left onto the 28 and then right onto the road for Schenkenzell and our hotel 
(www.hotel-waldblick.de) for the next four nights in the Black Forest. A great day 
but a long one, as it was now 19:00. We were met by Brigitte, our hostess, who 
gave us our room keys. The rooms were large with a balcony, very nice. Just time 
to freshen up, then down for the evening meal. Franz, our host, introduced himself 
while we were having our meal. A good chat was had by all as we relived the day. 
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FRIDAY: This morning Franz was 
to take us on a guided tour 
(included in the hotel price). We left 
about 10:30 and he took us to 
places that are probably not on any 
map. Up mountains, into wooded 
valleys, round hairpins you nearly 
had to put a shunt into get round. 
We were relieved when we got a 
straight bit of road that wasn't 
going either up/down/left or right, 
great !!!! We stopped for lunch at 
what is best described as a 
wooden hut in the middle of the 

forest. The menu was Ribs with mashed cheesy potatoes or Sausage with the 
same. Oh sorry, forgot the salad. The tea was not good. When I asked Franz for 
the Gents he just grinned and pointed to the woods. At least the ladies had a hut 
down a track into the woods (don't ask). All a bit rural but great fun. We headed 
back to the hotel on more of the same roads arriving back at 16:30. Time to sit 
outside and have a beer and chat before the evening meal at 19:30. Over the 
meal it was decided to have a day out of the saddle and go by train to Freiburg as 
the station was just across the road from the hotel. 
  
SATURDAY: The day started cloudy with a light drizzle, we had a lazy breakfast 
as we weren't sure what time the trains were. We watched other bikers loading up 
their bikes and leaving with a friendly wave. When Brigitte heard we were going on 
the train she said it was free for us as we were hotel guests and gave me a ticket 
for all of us, something to do with local taxes. After waiting a couple of hours a 
train finally arrived and of we went. We had to change trains in Offenburg to a train 
with an upstairs!! This was a first for me so up we went. Two minutes later all the 
schoolchildren in Offenburg arrived. To say it was noisy till they got off would be 
an understatement. The weather was fine when we arrived in Freiburg around 
13:30 although still not good. We arranged to meet back at the station in time to 
catch the train back at 16:00. The city has had it's old buildings restored and very 
nice they were, with reds and golds making them stand out. Some had murals 
covering the end of the building. There was a student demo going on in the centre 
of the city, with large dogs and even larger policemen, so we stayed well clear of 
them. We all made the train on time and arrived back at the hotel at 17:45. Just 
enough time for a beer before the evening meal. The meal was good as usual and 
the wine/beer flowed as did the conversation. Some were going for a ride on 
Sunday whilst some of us planned to  stay local and wander round the village. 
  
SUNDAY: We all had a leisurely breakfast as there was alight drizzle and we 
waited for it to clear up. Eventually six decided to brave the weather and set off to 
Titisee. I planned to watch the Moto Gp as did some of the others, whilst some 
went to check out the local shops. A further two went off for a ride after lunch as 
the weather was now bright and sunny. That left four of us to explore the village. 
We went for a beer/coffee at the hotel and a piece of gateau. The gateaus in the 
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hotel made you fat just looking at them. We saw two bikes came back then a third 
but no fourth. As we waited, Joyce the third bike turned round and went back to 
look for Mick. We feared the worst, and I'm afraid as you will all know by now, 
Mick fell out with a barrier on a bend and broke his leg. The emergency services 
were VERY GOOD, as was Franz and Brigitte who could not do enough, helping 
out with transport to the local hospital and generally making sure Joyce was OK. 
They stored Mick’s bike at the hotel until it could be shipped home. 
  
MONDAY: What can you say about Monday morning. We were all upset at having 
to leave Joyce and her four friends, who decided to stay and ride up to Rotterdam 
on the Tuesday with Joyce, as she had to get her own bike back to England. 
Brigitte and Franz were again brilliant arranging accommodation for the extra night 
for Joyce and friends. They also rang ahead to Klaus and Bettina to let them know 
we would arrive with six short. We waved goodbye and hoped to see our friends 
on the ferry. So four bikes set off for Klotten. We took the 294 to Freudenstadt 
then the 28 and onto the 500 again to Baden-Baden/Wissembourg. Our route then 
followed the 48 to Kaiserslautern, the 270 to Lauterecken, via the 41and 4 to Zell 
in the Mosel Valley, where we pick up the 49 to Cochem/Klotten. It was sunny 
and a good ride, but tinged with sadness as our thoughts were with Mick/Joyce 
and the friends we left behind. Brigitte rang the hotel to let us know everything was 
OK and they should all be on the ferry Tuesday night. 
  
TUESDAY: The weather started as it had most days - wet and misty. After a good 
breakfast we were ready to leave by 9:30. Brigitte rang again to let us know that 
our friends had left Schenkenzell for Rotterdam, about 450 miles. We only had 
about 240 to do, however, we could not make very good progress as it was misty 
and cold. We took the 259 towards the Nurburgring then the 257 towards Bonn 
where we picked up the A61 to Venlo, A67 to Eindhoven then A2 towards 
Hertogenbosch, A59 Zevenbergen (should have been the A58 to Breda but I didn't 
have my glasses on!!). However, we found a good Truck Stop at Made for a meal 
before we hit the traffic going into Rotterdam and Europoort. Some of the group 
had a play on the autobahn. “150 and I still had a gear left” was one comment. 
Another was: “the first time I've been passed by a 40 year old Mercedes towing a 
40 foot glider”, so not all boring!! When we rode onto the ferry our friends were 
just strapping down their bikes, so they had been making good progress! We 
agreed to meet in the lounge later and whilst having a beer/coffee we discussed 
our day. The other group had also taken a wrong autobahn so I did not feel too 
bad. We all agreed it had been a good holiday (apart from Mick’s accident). 
  
WEDNESDAY: The ferry docked at 7:30  and we all said our goodbyes before 
heading home. See you next year? 
  
My thanks go to  Mick & Joyce Skevington, Ken & Carol Knott, Keith & Jackie 
Humphreys,  Barrie & Hazel Foster, Vic Rooke and Micheal Kay. Thanks again for 
the company and the trust you put in me to organise your holiday. Anyone for the 
Dolomites/Italian Lakes/Germany/Austria in June 2006? All help and advice 

gratefully received.      Cedric & Susan Johnson.  
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It’s that time of year to compete for the Alpha 64 trophy for the best Associate, and 
the Motorcyclist of the Year Award for the best overall rider, in our annual Rider of 
the Year competition. 
 
For those that don’t know the format of the competition is a short multiple choice 
question paper, a slow speed manoeuvrability test and a short assessed ride. 
Please allow a couple of hours to complete all parts of the competition. There will 
be trophies for each of the individual elements of the competition, as well as the 
best Associate, overall Rider of the Year and runners up. 
 
There is an allowance for the steering lock of your bike used on the manoeuvres 
to make things fair and if all goes to plan this year we should see a re-appearance 
of ‘Grot-Bike’ (which caused much hilarity last year) as an alternative to using your 
own bike on the manoeuvres.  
 
Overall, we are trying to make it a bit of a fun day, as well as a chance for you to 
brush up your skills. So we have invited a few people along. Subject to confirma-
tion these will be Yorkshire Air Ambulance, Punctureseal and a couple of motorcy-
cle dealers. Normal observed rides and assessment rides for potential new mem-
bers will also be available.  
 
So come on, fill in the entry form below and get it in now. Entry if free so what’s 
stopping you? Closing date to guarantee entry is Friday 26th August, although en-
try may be possible on the day.  
 
See you all there! 

RIDER OF THE YEAR 2005 

RIDER OF THE YEAR 2005 ENTRY FORM 

 
I .................................................. wish to enter the YAM Rider 
of the Year competition to be held on Sat. 3rd September 
2005 at Squires Café, Newthorpe. 
 
I am an Associate/Full Member  (Delete as appropriate) 
 
My contact phone number is …………………………… 
 
Please return all entries (by 26/8/04) to:  
Bernard Bugler, Oakfield, Skiff Lane, Holme-on-Spalding 
Moor, York  YO43 4AZ. 
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Those who attended Squires on July 1st  were entertained to the Art Of Corners, 
by Andy Ibbot, the European Director of the California Superbike School, who 
graced us with an evening filled with questions, anecdotes, real riding 
experiences, jokes, impressions, creative drawings, but sadly, a real lack of pies. 
 
He kick started off, and engaged first with his own introduction to two wheeled 
locomotion, then led us on to the straight by adding how he got involved with the, 
near legendary, Keith Code, regaling us with his history, and process of deduction 
leading to the formation of the original California-Superbike-Cornering-Schools, 
located in…. Well, you guess. Then it was in to the first bend, a 90° right-hander, 
so it was hard on the brakes, find and select your turning point, then head for the 
apex, gassing it all the way out. 
 
To most people, including the attending audience, this subject may sound pretty 
boring, and without a sparkling delivery could well have ended up like a Budget 
day speech. But this was Andy Ibbot, with his excited, free revving and energetic 
motor, coupled with a spindly frame, topped of with an exhaust note to captivate 
the ear. He conspired to make this evening a real thought provoker, coupled with 
hoots of laughter echoing around the room. 
 
Some very interesting points were raised, including not putting your phone on 
“Anne-Summers” mode, and keeping it your front pocket, and “you will bloody bin 
it, if you ride like that”, to “Don’t bloody do it then”, and he selected a hapless 
victim who he cruelly tormented all evening, much to the crowds enjoyment, but 
still failed to supply the requested pies. His coordinated stunts contained examples 
of wheelies, stoppies, knee downs, and throttle control, accompanied by near-
convincing sound effects of engines in various forms of distress, and a once white 
board now totally covered with illegible pictograms and hieroglyphics that would 
have confused anybody who had dared miss more than an instant, of this fine 
extravagant display, but was still legible to those who had kept up with the pace. 
 
After his initial 1-hour talk, which took nearer 2 hours, the pace car was called out, 
and a re-fuelling break was taken by all concerned and then the re-start concerned 
his California Superbike School, and a Q&A session, where all the questions were 
answered directly and without evasion. It was a totally enjoyable evening, and his 
sales technique is finely polished without seeming to be scripted. 
 
Upon reflection, the cornering technique, as described by Andy, seems very close 
to “The System”, but with one very noticeable difference. It is all track based, and 
not "real road" based, with other vehicles coming towards you, so the selection of 
a turning in point, and hitting the apex are incorrect on the road, but I feel that a lot 
of cornering confidence could well be gained by going on this course. 
 

Paul Bowen 25 July 2005 

CALIFORNIA SUPEBIKE SCHOOL 
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FOR SALE 

Size 11 Altberg boots, 3 buckle style. 
As new (only used twice, as I’m a dainty size 10) 

£50.00  
Contact Jon on 0113 252 3600 

 
————————- 

(Remember: Members’ adverts are available free of charge to all YAM 
members. Anything you want to sell or are looking for will be inserted in 
one issue of The Tidings free of charge, providing that it is legal, honest 

and decent. Contact James at james@jamter.demon.co.uk.) 

MEMBER’S ADVERT 


