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CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORDCHAIRMAN’S FOREWORDCHAIRMAN’S FOREWORDCHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD 

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS 

Publication date for the August Newsletter: 30 th July 
Submissions deadline: 16 th July 

Congratulations to the following members who have passed the 
Advanced Test since the last newsletter: Stan Rogers, Lesley Young, 
Dave Cavell, Steve Searle.  

Hi Guys and Gals. 
 
At last the good weather has arrived. How do I know? Well, all and sundry are 
planning or already away on their holidays. Cedric and gang away to Europe and 
looking around at lunch on Saturday there appeared to be another team planning 
effort going on round the table. This is good to see, all this breeds good team 
working which benefits the Group. Bernard and friends are away when Cedric gets 
back, just to keep up the Group presence in Europe. Although Mike Vournas is the 
one going the furthest, heading south to Sardinia. I didn’t know that BMWs could 
swim! 
 
Excellent start to the season and congratulations to those who have passed the 
test. For some it has been a long road to success, but I’m glad to see that through 
everything they have stuck to it. 
 
We have lost some members along the way but have also continued to gain new 
members. I would hope that some of our lapsed members might return when the 
time is right. As we know, peoples circumstances and lifestyles change and we 
have always had members who leave and return. 
 
Our new Committee members have picked up their duties with enthusiasm which 
is good to see and an inspiration to the rest of us. We do need fresh blood to ‘drink 
from’ occasionally, as we all tend to get a bit complacent. 
 
Must stop now as the biking holiday calls. Keep up the good work and keep those 
test passes coming in. To those who have had little dampeners or setbacks 
recently — don't’ give up, it’s worth the effort in the end. 
 
Safe biking, 
 

Ian Buckle 
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EDITORIALEDITORIALEDITORIALEDITORIAL 

I’m sat here on a soggy Sunday afternoon, trying to finish off the 
newsletter and wondering what to write. Looking outside it 
doesn’t seem like a June day and I don’t think there will be many 
bikers out, unless they have already committed themselves to 
going to the racing at Croft. 
 

However, overall the season has not been bad weather-wise so far and the good 
weather over the Bank Holiday weekend obviously brought out a good number of 
riders. So the weekend was probably spoilt for many by the dreadful news of the 
crash up at Chop Gate. Every time another motorcyclist death is reported on the 
news it probably brings out a range of emotions and thoughts - that could have 
been me, another fool taking unnecessary risks, etc. But this latest crash really 
troubles me. 
 
I have been fortunate as a member of YAM to experience the camaraderie that 
exists when bikers get together and it is something not seen in many groups. 
There appears to be something almost unique about bikers enjoying together 
something which in itself is a solo activity. The collective concern and willingness 
to help each other because of the collective recognition of the dangers and 
vulnerability of riding is great to see in a society where collective concern seems to 
be rapidly evaporating into the ether. So what do we make of a rider who rides 
with such total disregard for their fellows, and then doesn’t even stop to check on 
the condition of a biker who he has forced off the road? I hope that this is a one off 
incident and I do not live long enough to witness a repeat. 
 
Unfortunately, we have had a few offs within the group recently. Only this 
weekend I heard that Mick Skevington has broken his leg whilst touring in Europe. 
So Mick, get well soon. We also had an incident last month on the day of the last 
Committee meeting when Cath Ball went for an off-road excursion. That occasion 
was an example of the good that I have seen in the group. The collective concern 
for Cath and the help with her bike and making sure she could get back to home 
etc. was great. 
 
So without getting too gloomy,  I think we have to recognise what a good group of 
people we have in the Group but also take the incidents we have seen as a 
warning. It’s not getting any easier out there, there are some absolute idiots out 
there as well both on four wheels and two, and being on two wheels you are all 
vulnerable. Corners are the biggest problem on two wheels so can I urge you all to 
attend the event at Squires on Friday 7th July with the California Superbike School 
when they will be giving us a free cornering seminar. Full details are on page 13. 
 
Let’s be careful out there. 
 

James Coates 



York Advanced Motorcyclists June 2005  

  5  

RIDE LIST & DATES FOR YOUR DIARYRIDE LIST & DATES FOR YOUR DIARYRIDE LIST & DATES FOR YOUR DIARYRIDE LIST & DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

A
1

62
 

Tadcaster

Ferrybridge

B1222

A1 Wetherby & 
The North

A1 The South &
M62

A63 Leeds

A63 Selby

The Old
Coffee Bar

Cawood

North & South
Exits from A1 
to Sherburn

Not to scale

Squire’s Café Bar 
is ½ mile from the 
A1 and 2 miles 
f rom Sherburn , 
close to a railway 
bridge.

Training Rides for 2005 
 
Every Saturday morning from 
26th March to 29th October. 
Starting from Squires Café, 
on the B1222 between 
Sherburn and the A1. N.B. It 
is no longer possible to exit 
the A1 onto the B1222, the 
A63 or A64 must be used. 
 
Meet at 9.30 (to leave at 
10.00 sharp)  to speed up 
allocation of Associates to 
Observers 
 

See page 7 for a full list of ride destinations for  the 2005 season 
 
Wednesday Evening Training Rides 
 
Wednesday evening training rides are running from the Big Chef Café 
(Strawberry Fields) just south of York on the A19. Meet at 18:45 to leave 
at 19:00. The proprietor is keeping the café open for us so it would be 
appreciated if we could support him by buying a few refreshments. 
 
Dates for your diary…. 
 

 
7th July An evening with The California Superbike School at  
  Squires. Starting at 7.00pm. See page 13 for further details. 
 
16th July Committee Meeting. Starting 1pm after Training Ride. 
 
20th Aug. Rider of the Year competition. Format as previous years.  
  Entry free (subject to securing sponsorship). Further details 
  in next issue.  
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SATURDAY TRAINING RIDES & RIDE OUTS 

Below is a list of destinations for the Saturday Training Rides this season. Full day 
rides will take place on the last Saturday of each month to give the opportunity for 
longer rides and experience of riding in small groups.  
 
Please note that Training Rides should leave Squires at 10.00am. Full Day rides 
will leave 10:15-10:30 to ensure that all Training Rides are adequately resourced. 
 
4th June BLACKSMITHS ARMS FARLINGTON BBQ FOOD 
11th    SUN INN , NORID EDGE, near Leathley                               
18th      BOSVILLE ARMS, RUDSTON 
25th    ROYAL OAK, STAVELY. ** FULL DAY RIDE TO TOW LAW 
 
2nd July CHOPGATE .LORD STONES. 
9th   ELM TREE, ALDBOROUGH. BBQ FOOD 
16th    SQUIRES, NEWTHORPE (Committee Meeting). 
23rd   MASHAM MARKET SQUARE.      
30th   COXWOLD.  ** FULL DAY RIDE IN THE LAKES. 
 
6th August  SUN INN   
13th   MELBOURNE ARMS, MELBOURNE 
20th   RIDER OF THE YEAR COMPETITION AT SQUIRES 
27th     BLACKSMITHS ARMS  FARLINGTON BBQ FOOD 
                      ** FULL DAY RIDE OUT IN GODS OWN COUNTY 
 
3rd Sept. MASHAM MARKET SQUARE 
10th   ROYAL OAK, STAVELY. 
17th   SQUIRES, NEWTHORPE (Committee Meeting). 
24th    FRIDAYTHORPE.  ** ALL DAY RIDE TBA  
 
1st October HIGHWAY MAN  
8th   BOSVILLE ARMS 
15th   ROYAK OAK , STAVELY.                                           
22nd   MELBOURNE  ARMS. 
30th   SUN INN 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 

It appears that the Wednesday evening observed rides are popular once again 
and the stalwart Observers that normally man these rides are struggling a little bit. 
So, if you are an Observer or Senior Observer with a free Wednesday evening 
your support and additional man (or woman) power would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Remember these rides meet at 18.45pm at the Strawberry Fields Café on the A19, 
just South of York. 
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A DAMSEL IN DISTRESS 

For years men have tried to escape "the wife" – from gentlemen's clubs to the tap 
room they craved piece and quiet.  For many years biking was mainly "men only" 
but as many YAM regulars will have noticed the women's contingent is growing – 
the Green Goddess (Lynne on her ZX-6); Miss T-Shirt (Adele – ER5); and Team 
Granny Racing's number one rider – Joyce Skevington. 
 
Many of us girls (and some of you boys) make sure we have breakdown cover in 
order to avoid being stranded in the middle of nowhere.  Like a lot of people I 
thought the breakdown cover provided via my insurer would be fine.  One evening 
I'd been to a pub with friends for a couple of halves (Coke of course).  When I left 
my bike wouldn't start (heard all the Ducati jokes before). 
 
I telephoned Carole Nash, they're phone system automatically diverts you to their 
provider, Inter Partner.  When I made the call I wasn't asked if I was on my own 
and was told it would take 60 – 90 minutes to attend.  I pointed out I was on my 
own, but this fact went over the head of the telephone operator.  After nearly 2 
hours the pub had closed – the landlord even kindly turned off the outside lights so 
I could stand in the cold and the dark.  Eventually assistance arrived at 11.40pm 
and I arrived home at 12.30am. 
 
I have received a written apology from Inter Partner, although this was very 
standard and did not answer the issues raised in my letter, such as do they have a 
policy for women who are on their own.  They are sending me a cheque for £10!! 
 
I've now joined the AA (that's the Automobile Association for all you YSAM 
members!).  As an IAM member you receive a 25% discount.  The RAC give a 
15% discount. 
 
And the moral to my story – always join a reputable breakdown service – or marry 
a mechanic. 
 

Jane Symonds 

DO YOU HAVE MUSICAL FRIENDS? 

This year’s Annual Prizegiving will be held on Saturday 12th November — so 
there’s a date to put in your diary. It has been decided this year to do something a 
little bit different and have a slightly less formal evening. This will include a buffet 
style meal along with music and hopefully dancing. 
 
What we are looking for ideally is a live band suitable for such an evening, so if 
you or a friend play in a band which you think would go down well, please contact 
a member of Committee. 
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THE CALIFORNIA SUPERBIKE SCHOOL 

On the evening of Friday 7th July at 7.00 pm, you are all 
invited to an evening with the California Superbike School, at 
Squires Café Bar, Newthorpe. 
 
“The California Superbike School is all about cornering. We 
know what you do in a corner; what it takes to make it right; what 
can go wrong and how to fix it”— Keith Code 
 
York Advanced Motorcyclists are delighted to host this seminar on “the Art of 
Cornering” presented by the world famous California Superbike School. The 
evening normally runs over 2 to 3 hours and supported by video footage & visual 
aids, School Director, Andy Ibbott and Chief Coach, Johnny Haynes, will be 
explaining the art of cornering, including: turn entry speeds, throttle control, turning 
points, steering errors, consistent lines, training your eyes and eliminating target 
fixation. The evening finishes with a question and answer session. 
 
This is a once only opportunity—don’t miss it. 
 
Although the presentation is at no cost to YAM members, the audience will be 
invited to show their appreciation with a collection for the Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance. 

DO YOU KNOW YOUR ROAD SIGNS? 

 
Do you know your   from your 
 
 
Well as Advanced Motorcyclists or at least on the way to being one I would have 
hoped that you know your traffic signs well, perhaps better than the average 
motorist. However, in a recent study over 25% of professional and semi-
professional drivers could not explain the difference between the two signs above!  
If you can’t either, have a look in your Highway Code. If you don’t have a recent 
edition they are available from our Regalia Officers, Adele and Paul. 
 
The study, ‘Increasing understanding of traffic signs’ (UG484) PPAD 9/100/64, 
published in March 2004 for the Department for Transport, was designed to see if 
signs were generally understood, what were the best ways of conveying the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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“TWO WHEELS GOOD” AS IAM BIKERS GROW 

Unprecedented demand from bikers seeking advanced riding skills has led to the 
IAM extending its network of local groups - with four new groups established in the 
last month alone. The new groups - all preparing riders for their IAM advanced 
motorcycling test - are needed to respond to the increase in demand from riders.  
This year has seen an increase in IAM test applications of nearly 40 per cent. 
 
Plymouth Advanced Motorcyclists were the first of the new groups (9 April)
followed closely by Peterborough Advanced Motorcyclists (13 April), Wilts and 
Bath Advanced Motorcyclists (16 April) and Morecombe Bay Estuary Advanced 
Motorcyclists (17 April). The four new groups are the latest to join a network of 
more than 200 IAM Groups, UK wide, most of which offer to prepare riders for 
their advanced test. 
 
"Our motorcycle membership is now nearly 14,000 and growing fast," said IAM 
Motorcycle Manager Dave Shenton. "Advanced motorcyclists get the best of their 
bike - and they have the time of their life.  Riding is no fun if you are injured and 
that’s where the IAM’s Skill for Life course comes into its own," he said. 
 
Mr Shenton said that the rise in so-called “born again” bikers was a major factor in 
the surge of popularity for advanced riding. "Today’s powerful machines need 
much more skilful handling than those that were around years ago." 
 
The growth in IAM bike groups supports the first National Motorcycling Strategy 
introduced by the DfT to ensure the "mainstreaming" of motorcycling as a means 
of transport.  The strategy recognises that an increasing number of people are 
turning to motorcycles and scooters in order to beat congestion as well as riding 
bikes just for the sheer fun of it.  At its heart is the need to recognize 
improvements in post-test training, making it attractive to riders. 
 
(IAM Press Release issued 26 April 2005) 

YAM BRANDED CLOTHING 

We have recently changed suppliers for YAM branded clothing and can now 
supply most items on a one week turnaround, whilst maintaining the same prices 
as previously. The popular items are: T Shirts £8.00, Polo Shirts £12.50 and 
Sweat Shirts £15.00 
 
All sizes and many colours available, please ask to see brochure for choices. 
 
Also for the colder weather there are fleeces available to order in (these could take 
longer to arrive). 
 
Contact Adele Mortimer or Paul Bowen on Saturday mornings or give them a ring. 
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We recently received the following letter to the Group which may be of interest: 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
I do sincerely hope this letter does not arrive at a time of sensitivity. It is for this 
reason I have hesitated contacting you already but the flip side of this is that it is 
equally insensitive not to let people know this service is available in a time of 
need. As such I do hope this correspondence does not cause offence. 
  
As a Motorcycle Club it is inevitable that sooner or later members will ask where 
they can find an appropriate ‘Last Ride’ for their loved one. Most people want their 
funeral to reflects their life and as one rider recently told me ‘that’s the ultimate 
way to go.’ Contrary to stereotype most riders don’t get killed in crashes but even 
for those who have a dignified final ride by bike is without doubt a sensitive and 
appropriate alternative to the Volvo hearse. Few think twice about carrying some-
one killed in an automobile crash by automobile hearse or cremating someone 
who was killed in a fire and yet some still question the use of the motorcycle 
hearse for the motorcyclist. So the answer to that question is this, what would the 
deceased have wanted?  
 
I have been involved as a minister in funerals for 19 years. Over the last nine I’ve 
been involved in about 350 rider’s funerals as a minister, hearse rider and as a  
mourner. When this motorcycle hearse service has been utilised most have a local 
minister, priest or celebrant but I do believe my years of experience has turned 
what some saw as a ‘quirky idea’ into a refined, mature and sensitive service.  
 
The Telegraph Motoring Section described our 
Triumph and Hayabusa hearses as “Proudly 
Small” and this leads us to the choice of silver 
for our Harley. As a “small” hearse, albeit one 
that can take a coffin over seven feet long, our 
outfits are used as children’s carriages just as 
horse drawn carriages have been for previous 
generations. To help parents yet further we 
opted for a softer approach with the Harley.  
 
Our Triumph is taking a well-earned break for a sidecar re-build. Unfortunately it 
wasn’t built too well and now that the other two are on the road we are taking the 
opportunity to rectify this. But don’t worry the Triumph will he back! 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Rev. Paul Sinclair  
 
Paul can be contacted on 01530 834616 or more information is available on his 
website at www.motorcyclefunerals.com 

FOR A DIGNIFIED FINAL RIDE 
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necessary information to ensure compliance with regulations and if current signing 
regulations were too complex and could be improved. The last major study of 
traffic signs was done in 1985 by the Transport Research Laboratory. 
 
The study looked at perception of signs among specific groups of drivers, 
including male/female, ethnic groups, professional drivers, recently qualified and 
more experienced drivers. As well as warning and prohibition signs it also looked 
at direction signs and how clear they were to understand. There was also 
discussion with engineers and other practitioners that were responsible for 
designing and installing signs to see if the rules and training were appropriate to 
ensure legal and appropriate signs were placed on our roads. 
 
A number of organisations involved in road transport were also included in the 
study and asked for their input, such as the AA and RAC, Driving Standards 
Agency, Association of Chief Police Officers and the IAM. 
 
Generally the correct identification of signs was poor with some supposedly well 
understood signs, such as National Speed Limit Applies, being correctly identified 
by only half the participants. Thankfully, the comprehension of signs was generally 
better when put in context (i.e. the participants were shown a video from inside a 
vehicle approaching the sign) than just from a picture. However, with signs being 
potentially a big aid to road safety certain findings were quite alarming. One being 
the lack of understanding of the use of red bordered triangular signs and red 
bordered round signs. The round signs were often interpreted as instructions 
rather than prohibitions e.g. ‘pedestrians only’, rather than ‘no pedestrians’ which 
could have a rather drastic effect. 
 
A number of good recommendations are made in the report, some of which are: 
• A continuous programme of education is needed to enhance the 

understanding of signs, such as booklets issued with new tax discs and 
inclusion in road safety training at schools. 

• It should be a mandatory requirement that all people who authorise the use 
of signs should hold a National Transportation Qualification (Level 3). 

• Highway Authorities should be required to audit signs on a regular basis (to 
remove out of date signs, reduce clutter where necessary or correct 
errors). 

• A red bar should generally be used on round prohibition signs as it has 
become a de facto standard in other areas (e.g. no smoking signs). 

 
Let’s hope that some of these recommendations get carried out. In the meantime, 
it probably reinforces some of our advanced riding and driving principles, such as, 
expect the unexpected and never assume that other road users will obey the road 
signs until we observe evidence to that effect. 
 

 James Coates 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Here we are again well into the 2005 season and the weather is still improving 
steadily. The team system is still operating and with inclusion of team 5 the club 
has something to offer for everyone. 
 
Success this season is modest so far with 5 test passes, some of which are 
overspills from last year. Observer training seems a little slower with only a 
handful of Group Observer assessment passes so far. The potential Senior 
Observer programme is underway with development work for some almost every 
week. 
 
A word about ‘tagging on’.  It seems that most weeks some observed rides are 
taking unofficial escorts. These are often lapsed Observers, other Associates or 
even non-members. The observed rides should and are to the greater extent 
organised by team leaders to suit the needs of the Associates and Trainee 
Observers.  Other riders can be an unwanted distraction and/or increase the ride 
to an unmanageable size.  ‘Tagging on’ therefore should be discouraged and 
avoided if possible. There is ample facility for introductory rides and rides with 
Team 5 to cater for all comers.  
 
One area in which we are still successful is the recruitment of new Associates, so 
much so that we could be in danger of Observers being seriously outnumbered in 
some teams on some Saturdays.  It has been noted that on many occasions 
Observers are coming on a Saturday morning but not taking part in training. The 
message is YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU! Please support us by joining in and 
registering with your team leader for training on arrival. If your qualification has 
lapsed don’t worry we can re-assess and re-qualify you. 
 
Wishing you all an enjoyable and successful season. 
 

Mike Suggitt  for your training team. 

NOTES FROM THE TRAINING TEAM 

OBSERVED RIDE REMINDERS 

A couple of reminders to all those attending the rides on Saturday mornings: 
 

1. Please arrive in plenty of time to allow the leaders to perform their 
allocation of Observers to Associates. This means aiming to arrive at 9.30 
and making sure your Team Leader knows you are there. This helps us to 
help you and gives you time to have a coffee and chat before the ride starts 
at 10.00. 

2. Please keep your YAM Membership Card in your wallet, purse or pocket. 
You may be asked to produce it. Only paid up Associates and Members 
are allowed on observed rides. Potential members are allowed 1 free 
assessed ride only. 
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We have been given an opportunity of the use of a bunk house North of Settle 
during the first weekend (Friday and Saturday nights) of September 2005. The 
building is an old school with all facilities, beds (sleeping bags will be needed), 
showers, gas, water, electric etc, etc, it is on the basic side but the main 
advantage is that it is next to a good public house with a good selection of ales.  
  
The Yard has plenty of facilities for parking of bikes with security lighting. In 
addition a friend of mine (Les) has agreed to cook a gourmet meal of an evening 
and also provide an English breakfast. 
  
The cost per night will be £17.50 and is inclusive of food and facilities etc. At 
present, 2 dorms have been booked (8 men and 8 women) but this can be 
extended. Transport can be supplied on the Friday for non-bikers and/or to take 
luggage. 
 
If anyone is interested please e-mail me at neil.jacklin@gill-wilkinson.co.uk 
 
Regards 

Neil Jacklin 

SETTLE IN SEPTEMBER ANYONE? 


