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CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORDCHAIRMAN’S FOREWORDCHAIRMAN’S FOREWORDCHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD 

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS 

Publication date for the June Newsletter: 28 th May 
Submissions deadline: 14 th May 

Congratulations to Dave Armstrong for passing the Advanced Test 
earlier this year, and apologies because he slipped through the net 
and wasn’t mentioned earlier. And congratulations to John Abbey, 
our first test pass of the new season.  

Welcome to another Group year and hope that it finds you all well 
and looking forward to meeting new friends and improving your 
motorcycle riding skills. 
 
I must say a big thank you to Bob Murphy, who has been a stalwart 
member since the early days and Chairman for the last two years. I 
wish him well and hope that he does not disappear too far into the 

background. Thanks to the members for their support in supporting my election to 
Chairman and I look forward to taking the group forward again in 2005. 
 
I would like to thank all at Squires for their support and a place to meet. Harry and 
Sue always do us proud when it comes to sustenance. I must also mention Luke 
at Hein Gericke in York for all the support he gave us last year, and thanks go to 
all everyone who played a part in the 2004/2005 year. 
 
I would like to welcome our new Committee members: Cedric Johnson, Paul 
Bowen and Adele Mortimer. I look forward to their fresh input and along with the 
returning stalwarts let’s look to working together and enjoying the comradeship 
and support that fellow motorcyclists bring when together. 
 
As Bernard Bugler pointed out at the Annual General Meeting, it is ten years since 
Peter Gledhill, Steve Cave, Bernard and myself decided to join forces and work 
towards the creation of what is now York Advanced Motorcyclists. I have had 
some good times with the group and some times when I have felt like walking 
away from it. …… 
 
Team working is the way to go. The roads out there are still a very dangerous 
environment, even more so for motorcyclists. However, the rewards are greater 
and good guidance and support from each other will make riding more enjoyable 
for us all. 
 

Ian Buckle 
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EDITORIALEDITORIALEDITORIALEDITORIAL 

Well the new season is well underway and it appears we are off 
to a flying start. From the e-mails I have been receiving it seems 
that by the time you read this we will probably have had about 20 
new Associates join us and that is before we even get to the 
Early Season Publicity Day on Saturday 23rd April. Please all try 
to get along on that day and bring along any friends or relatives 

who have expressed any interest in improving their riding. People will be on hand 
to explain what we do and assessment rides can be arranged. 
 
Also, we have had our first Advanced Test pass of the season. Hurrah! However, I 
know there are a number of members who were ready or almost ready for test at 
the end of last season. So now’s the time to blow off those cobwebs, get through 
the pre-test assessment and get entered for the test. Then you have the rest of the 
summer to enjoy your riding! 
 
Staying with successes. After our nominations last year for Best Group and Best 
Motorcycle Newsletter, we have now won an award, as can be seen below, so 
congratulations to everybody who contributes to publicity, the observing teams, 
keeping the backroom cogs whirring, etc. 
 
Fancy a good chinwag with like minded folk? How about joining YSAM, the ‘leave 
your bike at home’ social wing of YAM. See page 18 for more details and I may 
see you there. 
 
Let’s be careful out there. 
 

James Coates 

STOP PRESS  - YAM WINS AN AWARD! 

At the recent IAM Divisional meeting held in 
Wakefield the group was awarded an IAM 
Road Safety Award for recent contributions to 
local road safety. Mike Padgett is pictured 
receiving the award on behalf of the group 
from Regional Organiser Keith Bennett. As 
well as a certificate we also received £150 to 
be used in our ongoing road safety activities. 
 
So we must be doing something right. Keep 
up the good work everybody. 
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RIDE LIST & DATES FOR YOUR DIARYRIDE LIST & DATES FOR YOUR DIARYRIDE LIST & DATES FOR YOUR DIARYRIDE LIST & DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

A
1

62
 

Tadcaster

Ferrybridge

B1222

A1 Wetherby & 
The North

A1 The South &
M62

A63 Leeds

A63 Selby

The Old
Coffee Bar

Cawood

North & South
Exits from A1 
to Sherburn

Not to scale

Squire’s Café Bar 
is ½ mile from the 
A1 and 2 miles 
f rom Sherburn , 
close to a railway 
bridge.

Training Rides for 2005 
 
Every Saturday morning from 
26th March to 29th October. 
Starting from Squires Café, 
on the B1222 between 
Sherburn and the A1. N.B. It 
is no longer possible to exit 
the A1 onto the B1222, the 
A63 or A64 must be used. 
 
Meet at 9.30 (to leave at 
10.00 sharp)  to speed up 
allocation of Associates to 
Observers 
 

See page 7 for a full list of ride destinations for  the 2005 season 
 
Wednesday Evening Training Rides 
 
Wednesday evening training rides are again planned for this season from 
May until the end of August. Please confirm with the Training Team if you 
are interested. They will once again run from the Big Chef Café 
(Strawberry Fields) just south of York on the A19. Meet at 18:45 to leave 
at 19:00. The proprietor is keeping the café open for us so it would be 
appreciated if we could support him by buying a few refreshments. 
 
Dates for your diary…. 
 

 
23rd April Early Season Publicity Day — training ride will start and 
  finish at Squires. 
 
14th May Committee Meeting. Starting 1pm after Training Ride. 
 
14th May YSAM meeting (leave your bikes at home). 8pm at the Rose 
  & Crown, Hull Road, York (see page 18) 
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SATURDAY TRAINING RIDES & RIDE OUTS 

Below is a list of destinations for the Saturday Training Rides this season. Full day 
rides will take place on the last Saturday of each month to give the opportunity for 
longer rides and experience of riding in small groups.  
 
Please note that Training Rides should leave Squires at 10.00am. Full Day rides 
will leave 10:15-10:30 to ensure that all Training Rides are adequately resourced. 
 
9th April BOSVILLE ARMS   RUDSTON  near Sledmere . 
16th  SUN INN, NORID EDGE, near Leathley. 
23rd           **  PROMOTION OF CLUB DAY AT SQUIRES ** 
30th   HENSHAWS.  **  FULL DAY RIDE - ALSTON AREA. 
 
7th May MELBOURNE ARMS, MELBOURNE. 
14th  SQUIRES, NEWTHORPE (Committee Meeting) 
21st  ELM TREE, ALDBOROUGH. 
28th  COXWOLD.  ** FULL DAY RIDE  BUXTON AREA                   
 
4th June BLACKSMITHS ARMS FARLINGTON BBQ FOOD 
11th    SUN INN , NORID EDGE, near Leathley                               
18th      BOSVILLE ARMS, RUDSTON 
25th    ROYAL OAK, STAVELY. ** FULL DAY RIDE TO TOW LAW 
 
2nd July CHOPGATE .LORD STONES. 
9th   ELM TREE, ALDBOROUGH. BBQ FOOD 
16th    SQUIRES, NEWTHORPE (Committee Meeting). 
23rd   MASHAM MARKET SQUARE.      
30th   COXWOLD.  ** FULL DAY RIDE IN THE LAKES. 
 
6th August  SUN INN   
13th   MELBOURNE ARMS, MELBOURNE 
20th   BOSVILLE ARMS, RUDSTON 
27th     BLACKSMITHS ARMS  FARLINGTON BBQ FOOD 
                      ** FULL DAY RIDE OUT IN GODS OWN COUNTY 
 
3rd Sept. MASHAM MARKET SQUARE 
10th   ROYAL OAK, STAVELY. 
17th   SQUIRES, NEWTHORPE (Committee Meeting). 
24th    FRIDAYTHORPE.  ** ALL DAY RIDE TBA  
 
1st October HIGHWAY MAN  
8th   BOSVILLE ARMS 
15th   ROYAK OAK , STAVELY.                                           
22nd   MELBOURNE  ARMS. 
30th   SUN INN  
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MOVE TO MAINSTREAM MOTORCYCLING 

Department for Transport News Release - 22 February 2005 
 
Road Safety Minister David Jamieson today announced the publication of the first 
National Motorcycling Strategy designed to ensure the "mainstreaming" of 
motorcycling as a means of transport. The strategy recognises that an 
increasing number of people are turning to motorcycles and scooters in order 
to beat congestion as well as riding bikes just for the sheer fun of it. 
 
The strategy aims to ensure that: 
• motorcycling is recognised as a "mainstream" mode of transport. 
• transport planning and infrastructure decisions fully take motorcycling 

into account. 
• motorcycle design continues to improve. 
• the attitudes and behaviour of both drivers and motorcyclists is 

focused on looking out for each other. 
• pre-test and post-test training continues to improve, making it 

attractive to riders. 
• the motorcycle test is reviewed, including a review of the delivery of 

the Direct Access Scheme. 
 
David Jamieson said: 

"This is the first national motorcycling strategy and clearly 
demonstrates the Government’s commitment to addressing the 
concerns of bikers, ensuring that the needs of motorcyclists 
are fully considered when making future decisions. 
 
“For the first time we have a framework of actions to be 
pursued over the next few years. Working together with the 
government, the motorcycle industry and motorcycle user 
groups can help to ensure that motorcycling becomes fully 
recognised and catered for as a means of transport on our 
roads." 

 
Craig Carey-Clinch, Motor Cycle Industry Association (MCI) Director of Public 
Affairs added: 

"The industry is delighted to welcome this extremely important 
step in motorcycle policy development. Now that National 
Motorcycle Strategy is in place, we can move forward and 
further develop policies which can improve safety, access and 
security for motorcycle users.” 
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A STREET, A TRACK, AN OPEN ROAD 

The above titled DVD was recently recommended to me by David Wornham 
(Chairman Worcester Advanced Motorists and a professional driving instructor). It 
runs for 95 minutes and I understand is proposed to be given away to purchasers 
of new motorcycles. However, it can be ordered directly from www.stordvd.com for 
only £3.00 to cover p&p (any excess funds going to the charity BEN) - Editor. 
 
Karen Cooke, Motorcycle Safety Manager at the MCIA explains what it is about: 
 
“During 2003 it became obvious that there were an unusually high number of 
motorcycle fatalities and accidents. Many theories as to why this might happen 
were put forward – The hot weather? A good economy? Both good reasons for 
more people taking to 2 wheels. 
 
Whatever the reason the Motorcycle Industry Association (MCIA) decided to take 
action and produce a strategy designed to make motorcycling safer for everyone. 
We immediately created a new department charged with improving Motorcycle 
Safety to deliver this plan. Part of this strategy demanded that we created 
something directly for riders. 
 
The idea of producing an informative DVD to be given away free of charge (or for 
just the cost of postage and packing) was put forward. As we enjoy riding bikes 
too, we felt that for the DVD to be successful it must be entertaining, we set out to 
make you laugh not to lecture! As Manager of the Motorcycle Safety Department I 
have been lucky enough to be involved in this project from day one. It has been 
challenging and frustrating but most of all tremendous fun. I very much hope that 
when you watch this program you find it as entertaining to watch as I did to take 
part in its development. 
 
Throughout the footage you will see our 3 riders on a variety of bikes and in 
different environments. Each of these riders are experts in their own field. So, 
Chris Walker has to provide instruction to Bob McMillan, (ex-Head of Motorcycles 
for Honda and rural riding expert) and Steve Manning (ex-courier), in the art of 
track riding. Chris then has to become a courier for a day under Steve's tuition and 
participate in a rural ride out as directed by Bob. They weren’t told what to say or 
do, you will see them riding as they would normally ride. They all tell me that they 
have learned something from making this program and they hope that you will by 
watching it too! 
 
The point of this DVD is not to make you question your confidence and take 
enjoyment away from you, but to encourage you, whoever you are and whatever 
you ride to try something new, or improve your already established riding skills. 
You will enjoy your bike more each time you learn something new, so what are 
you waiting for? Get out there, try something different, contact your local 
motorcycle trainer or motorcycle group and get more out of your passion for 
motorcycling!” 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2005 

These are not the official minutes of the meeting (as these do not get approved 
until the next meeting) but just a few notes I jotted down so that those unable to be 
attend are kept informed about the Group— Editor. 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Group was held on Saturday 19th March at 
Squires, starting at 11:00. There was a good turn out with somewhere between 40 
and 50 members in attendance, this was probably helped by the good weather as 
it was a good excuse to get back out on the bike. 
 
Apologies for absence were accepted from our President, C.S. David Short, due to 
operational reasons, and from Ed Lannen. 
 
Bob Murphy gave his retiring Chairman’s Report. He noted that we have had 
another good year with the accounts being healthy and training figures being 
about the same as last year. There were some new Committee members last year 
and hopefully again this year. With is good to bring new ideas to the Group with 
continuity being provided by the balance of longer serving members. He thanked 
last year’s Committee for their work and support. Personally it had been an 
eventful second and final year as Chairman and Bob is looking forward to taking a 
back seat in the Group now. Bob thanked all the Observers for their hard work, 
commitment and dedication, Steve Burrell (our local examiner) for his input, and 
Keith Kocinski for auditing the accounts and all the other members who have 
helped run the Group, such as, Simon Edwards who has sold the regalia through 
the year. 
 
Bernard Bugler started his Secretary’s Report by giving us a history lesson. He 
joined the Motorcycle Section of York Advanced Motorists in April 1993 and 
passed the test in September 1993. At the time the small Motorcycle Section was 
headed up by Peter Higgs but shortly after he retired and then Peter Gledhill took 
up the reins. Ten years ago come next Saturday, Peter, Bernard, Ian Buckle and 
Steve Cave met at the Little Chef on the A64 and started the ‘plotting’ to launch 
the separate Motorcycle Group. 
 
Bernard reported that representatives of the Group had attended a couple of 
important meetings this year. One in York organised by Hugh Bailey the MP for 
York about motorcycle safety and one in Leeds organised by the Highways 
Agency called ‘Making Roads Work’. Twenty people joined the Group using the 
old joining procedures (up to 31/3/04) and 39 joined via the Skills for Life package. 
We currently have 159 Full Members and 73 Associates. All administration tasks 
are up to date and in order. 
 
Bernard then went on to inform the meeting about the Observer from Hull & East 
Riding Group who was killed in a road traffic accident whilst observing when a car 
driver lost control. The Associate was seriously injured. He implored us to 

(Continued on page 10) 
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remember that the highway is a dangerous environment and to be careful out 
there. 
 
The Treasurer, Jane Symonds, thanked her predecessor Terina Hurley for her 
thoroughness and tidiness, making it very easy to take over the accounts last 
year. She also thanked Keith Kocinski for the useful tips he has given whilst 
examining the accounts. There was a small surplus made this year of £879.68 
which will be used to fund promotional activities such as Open Days. The large 
fixed asset shown in the accounts is the purchase of the Group laptop, printer and 
software which is used to keep the membership and training records. This was 
paid for by reclaimed Gift Aid, so please do use that Gift Aid facility if you can (ask 
Jane if you need more information). 
 
Mike Suggitt presented the Training Team report. Last year was the first year that 
we had used the team system. This was tried for two main reasons: 1) to increase 
continuity of training and 2) to increase commitment. The training results from the 
year were no better and no worse than the previous year with 32 test passes. Mike 
undertook a survey at the end of last season and the overwhelming response was 
that members wished to continue with the team system, which we will do. 
 
Mike reported that various training days have been held during the ‘out of season’ 
period, including one for new Trainee Senior Observers of which we are hoping to 
have at least 4 ready for test by mid-season. Thirteen people also attended a First 
Aid course. We have decided to trial a Fifth Team for those Full Members not 
involved in Observing for ad-hoc refreshing and riding out together (this will be co-
ordinated by Adele Mortimer and Jane Symonds). 
 
Mike then presented certificates to a number of Observers who gained their 
Qualified Observer status last year. 
 
Mike mentioned that a number of Observers where being asked to re-qualify due 
to not achieving the ongoing observing requirements last year. There was some 
concern expressed from the floor about the Observer records. It was 
acknowledged that there had been a few difficulties with the records but it was felt 
that we do have suitable procedures in place and it was stressed that Observers 
should ensure that the Senior Observers leading the teams have noted their 
attendance. 
 
There then followed the retirement of the 2004/5 Committee and the election of 
the Committee for 2005/6. The Officers of the Group are: Ian Buckle (Chairman), 
Mike Suggitt (Vice-Chairman), Bernard Bugler (Secretary) and Jane Symonds 
(Treasurer). The Committee members are: Paul Bowen, James Coates, Philip 
Denison, Cedric Johnson, Adele Mortimer, and Jon Slack. 
 
The meeting closed at 11:45. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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The following set of accounts for year 
ending 31st December 2004 were 
presented  and accepted at the 
Annual General Meeting. 
 

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2004  
 2003  2004  
Current Assets     
Bank 3663.21  4361.40  
Cash   21.50  
Stock 334.03  281.03  
Debtors 27.92  19.17  

   4025.16   4683.10 
Creditors     
Prepaid Subs -1680.83  -1567.42  
Prepaid Ads -108.33     

   -1789.16  -1567.42 
Net Current Assets  2236.00  3115.68 

     
Balance bfwd  2484.33  2236.00 

  -248.33  879.68 
Balance  2236.00  3115.68 

INCOME 2003 2004 
Subscription 2698.09 3671.66 
Regalia/Books 987.95 734.50 
Advertisements 59.59 328.33 
Gift Aid  1191.64 
Events Income 1533.00 4510.86 
Other 408.00 15.62 
Interest 20.11 5.46 

 5706.74 10458.07 

EXPENDITURE 2003 2004 
Insurance 668.96 317.00 
Postage 181.04 312.46 
Publicity 201.20 147.71 
Regalia/Books 1203.19 906.88 
Stationery 62.07 137.94 
Newsletter 959.40 829.22 
Photocopying  2.40 
Telephone   
Petrol/Mileage   
Training 1148.22 1165.59 
Room Hiure 29.70 50.00 
Fixed Assets  993.52 
Inter-account Trfrs  0.00 
Other 181.46 139.89 
Events 1319.83 4575.78 

 5955.07 9578.39 

Surplus/Defecit -248.33 879.68 
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By the time you are reading this the season will be well underway and we will be 
enjoying our Saturdays again. The team system will be in operation again for the 
second year after proving successful last season. There are some changes 
though. Regrettably Mike Padgett has stepped down from active observing and 
has relinquished his position as joint team leader. Mike has other commitments on 
a Saturday and for the foreseeable future cannot attend. His contribution will be 
missed; he has been a formative member of the club particularly in the field of 
training. I would like to thank him publicly for his support and input during the past 
few years and wish him well for his future enterprise. 
 
Fortunately we have a ready made replacement in the form of Alison Burton who 
was nominated for Senior Observer earlier last season but at that time there was 
no post for her to fill. We wish Alison good luck in her new post as acting senior 
and I trust all members will give her the support she will need. Jill Hirst and Nigel 
Pamplin have proved their worth as acting seniors and joint team leaders, their 
applications for the Senior Observer test will be submitted early this season. As 
you will probably know a scheme of ‘growing our own wood’ is to start this year, 
nominations have been made for the next generation of Senior Observers and a 
period of development and assessment is to start from week one this season. 
 
For many reasons a 5th team is to be started this season on an experimental 
basis. This team is to be organised by two Qualified Observers and for the 
purposes of Saturday mornings is so that those who have passed the IAM test and 
wish to ride together have a focal point. The 5th team is not a guidance team as 
such and therefore has no Associates. All Full members not allocated to a 
guidance team have been allocated to Team 5. 
 
Several Observers did not complete the minimum number of observed runs last 
year and their qualifications have lapsed.  We hope that they will come back to us 
this year, take a re-qualification assessment and continue to contribute to the 
success of the club. There were also several group and trainee observers who 
seemed to disappear over last season. Again we hope that they will come back to 
us and resume their development, achieving qualified status within one year as 
required by IAM. 
 
Some problems seem to have developed last year regarding the team run sheets 
and records. This can cause a difficulty when determining at the end of the season 
who has or who has not maintained their qualification.  All Team leaders and 
Observers are urged to ensure an accurate record is made every week and 
forwarded to Ian Buckle who is still Membership Secretary (and Chairman!). 
 
Have a good season,  ride carefully, stay safe,  enjoy !! 

 
Mike Suggitt  for your training team. 

NOTES FROM THE TRAINING TEAM 
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And it all begins with an email…well, actually it did and soon YSAM was 
snowballing into a full blown party. So what are we on about? A group of us 
decided to go for a pint prior to the Xmas break; it is hopefully going to be the start 
of an ongoing monthly item on the YAM social calendar. Generally, meet at the 
Rose & Crown on Hull Road (A1079), York - just listen for the group making the 
most noise! Then we decide to either stay or move on. Dress code – wear what 
you want! Anything else you need to know – bring ear plugs for when the noisier 
members of the group (Basmaf!) get laughing. 
 
Last two “gatherings” took place Saturday 5th Feb. and Saturday 5th Mar., a good 
time was had by all, but sadly Advanced Team Granny Racer and Chris were 
driving – ladies, next time you are drinking. Bring your partners, bring your friends 
and the main thing, come and enjoy yourselves and spread the word. It’s a great 
time to socialise and it’s a brilliant giggle. We plan to meet on the 2nd Saturday of 
the month so put 14th May in your diaries, starting around 8pm. We look forward 
to seeing you all soon. 
 
For further information, please contact: Basmaf: basmaf@hotmail.co.uk 
Or Sibbol: sibbol60@yahoo.co.uk 

YORK SLIGHTLY ALCOHOLIC MOTORCYCLISTS 


