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9 This is the final Tidings before the Annual General Meeting. Suffice to
u . .
say at this stage that it has been another good year. Many of the
changes put in place at the start of the year have paid off. Some of
these changes were at the suggestion of you, our members, and
during the course of the year the new Committee members made a
valuable contribution with their new ideas and a general infusion of
new blood.

It's that time again. The AGM - time for those of you who believe you can
contribute to the YAM and help steer it along, to get nominated to stand for the
Committee. A nomination formis included in this issue (on page 17).

This is the time when we all look forward to the new season. Some of you hardy
types have been riding all winter, but the majority have been avoiding the salt and
the wet roads. When you do get out again, please be careful. It is surprising how
quickly rust sets in - not just on the bike, either. Lack of practice makes any rider
rusty and much less fluent in riding. That's when mistakes occur. So for the first
few rides, take it easy; check out both the bike and the rider; make it smooth and
cautious. It will all come back very quickly, but give it time. Don't become one of
the early spring statistics!

In the meantime - it's still a bit wet and windy out there, with some nasty slippery
roads. I'll just settle back and watch Ewan McGregor & Charley Boorman slog
through Kazakhstan & Mongolia. Now, if you thought that North Yorkshire had pot
holes in the roads, you should see Mongolia! If you missed the TV series, | can
thoroughly recommend the Video/DVD "Long Way Round" with Ewan & Charley
showing how to ride a bike off-road and fall off, repeatedly! It is a journey most of
us can only dream about and wonder at.

Ride carefully and enjoy it.

Bob Murphy

Publication date for the April Newsletter: 2 " April
Submissions deadline: 19 ™ March.

{

L5 There haven't been many tests recently. However, congratulations to
Malcolm Bentley who passed the test in December, just after the last
newsletter was published.
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@ Well how time flies. As Bob reminds us in his foreword the AGM
4 is nearly upon us and the new season will start shortly after. Is it
just me or is the world really speeding up.

! ]
' | read the other day a suggestion that 'pilot’ lights or ‘daytime
~ running lights’ on motorcycles should be coloured to help other

road users pick them out. Following a recent personal experience | think it is a
good idea. | was waiting to turn right out of a T junction. | thought | saw one car
approaching with plenty of time to exit the junction before he reached me. As |
pulled out | realised that a scooter was in front of the car and thus shielding one of
his headlights from my view. What with the different intensities of the headlights,
the greater difficult at night of judging distance and speed of the approaching lights
etc. | had misjudged the situation. As it was, | only needed to increase my
acceleration slightly but ended up leaving less of a safety margin than | normally
would like to. It could have been much worse.

It is also difficult to spot motorbikes weaving through motorway traffic at night
when looking in mirrors for similar reasons. So anything to actually differentiate
motorcycles from other vehicles | think would be good. Not sure how to achieve
that though. What colour could be used? It needs to be easily recognised but not
confused with anything else.

On a similar note it appears that motorcycles could unintentionally be
camouflaging themselves by being in the same area of a driver's vision and
relatively small. Thus a small amount of movement on the road as you approach a
junction with vehicles waiting to exit will not only give you more of a safety margin
but could also solve the two problems described above.

Let's be careful out there.

James Coates

Saturday April 23rd has been earmarked as our early season sign-up day. We will
still train on this day but start and finish at Squires. We are hoping to have a stall
or two and invite the Yorkshire Air Ambulance.

We will offer a discounted of £10 off the 1AM Skills for Life package making it £75
with a further £10 for anyone under 25.

We will be contacting the press and would encourage our members to attend and
use it as an opportunity to invite friends along to show them what we do.
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Training Rides for 2005 AlTVrYgt/L‘I‘Z;?g & Not o scale
Every Saturday morning from Tadcaster
26" March to 29" October. /

Starting from Squires Café, A63 Leeds =

on the B1222 between \ > 8
Sherburn and the Al. . Meet

at 9.30 (to leave at 10.00 ﬁ)//

sharp) to speed up ﬁ
allocation of Associates to
Observers

Coffee Bar
B1222 « i - Cawood
/

Sherburn-in-Elmet

North & South
Exits from Al
to Sherbum

Wednesday evening Training
rides—dates for 2005 to be

finalised at the start of the A3 Selby | Squire’s Café Bar
is %2 mile from the

Ferrybridge

season. Al and 2 miles
A1l The South & from Sherburn,
M62 close to a railway

bridge.

Dates for your diary....

The winter training programme
All events to be held at Squires on Saturday mornings commencing 9am.

19" Feb. Induction session for potential Senior Observers (by
invitation)

Other dates
5" March  Committee Meeting at Squires 10:00am

19" March Annual General Meeting (open to all) at Squires 11:00am.
See page 7 for further detalils.

26" March First Ride of the 2005 Season
23" April Early Season Publicity Day — training ride will start and

finish at Squires. See ‘Early Season Publicity’ on page 5 for
more details.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by order of the Group Committee that the 9™
Annual General Meeting of YORK ADVANCED MOTORCYCLISTS will
be held at 11:00 on Saturday 19™ March 2004 at Squires Café,
Newthorpe to enable the Trustees of the Group (Registered Charity No.
1065780) to present their Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended
31° December 2004 for approval by the Group Members and to conduct
an election.

Secretary: Bernard Bugler Dated: 7 " February 2005
Group No. 4229

All Members, Associates and Friends are invited to attend but only Fully
Paid Up Members of the IAM and of the Group may vote. A Member
entitled to vote at the General Meeting may appoint a proxy to vote in his
stead. A proxy need not be a Full Member of the Group.

All Officers and Committee Members of the Group ret ire annually
and may offer themselves for re-election.

NOTES

1. Nominations are invited from Full Members to stand for Committee.
Please see the NOMINATION PAPER insert with this Newsletter
(on page 11) for further detail. Nominations should be returned to
the Secretary by 12" March. The total number of Committee
Members including the Officers must not exceed twenty.

2. The Chairman is retiring and will not be available to stand for re-
election. The Chairman position must be filled for the Group to be
legal according to its constitution.

3. The Group must nominate an Independent Examiner at the AGM to
scrutinise its accounts for the 2005 financial year i.e at the end of
this year. This can be a member of the Group who is not on the
Committee, or a friend/relative of a member who understands
accounts.

Bernard Bugler

Group Secretary.
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Whether you are planning a summer biking holiday or just a few days away you
may want to consider the following couple of e-mails recently sent to me. This
does not imply any recommendation from myself or the Group but they appear to
be bikers catering for bikers. Also see the new advert for Kilmore Farmhouse B&B
on page 18.

“Hi,

Thought that some of your group would be interested in my website. | run a small
B&B or house rental in Cumbria, along with motorcycle training and tours. Please
look and pass on how you like or maybe place me as a link.

Thank you

John Yates

www.freshstartmotorcycle.co.uk”

“Dear all

As members of the IAM ourselves, we would like to extend an invitation to you and
your members to join us on our next tour to Spain in May. As an incentive, we are
prepared to offer a discount of £100 per booking, if your members quote the
particular branch of the IAM when booking.

You can find our web site at http://www.RideSpain.com. Our system of touring
suits novice and experienced riders alike. We produce very detailed route books,
giving turn by turn directions, for each of the two routes available each day (long /
short) and this enables people to ride at a pace to suit themselves, to join with
others and ride in a group, ride solo or with a friend. The long routes are about
200-250 miles and the short 125-150 miles per day.

Perhaps you would be kind enough to advise your membership of this
opportunity? With many thanks in anticipation of your assistance.

Derek Bate
RideSpain.com”

Go to www.selfmadejournalist.com/newhighwaycode.htm to experience an
alternative highway code, beautifully crafted by lan Eveleigh based on common
practice (rather than best practice), for example:

Box junctions. These have criss-cross yellow lines painted on the road. You
MUST enter the box regardless of whether your exit road or lane is clear.
Whenever possible, queue right through the box to block the progress of other
drivers, even if enabling them to proceed would not affect your own journey.

Law TSRGD regs 10(1) & 29(2)
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The following article was passed on to me by Mike Hern - Editor.

Amazing how sometimes you are impacted when you're tasked with thinking about
little things that often escape your serious consideration...this story is one of those.

Jack took a long look at his speedometer before slowing down: 73 in a 55 zone.
Fourth time in as many months. How could a guy get caught so often? When his
car had slowed to 10 miles an hour, Jack pulled over, but only partially. Let the
cop worry about the potential traffic hazard. Maybe some other car will tweak his
backside with a mirror. The cop was stepping out of his car, the big pad in hand.

Bob? Bob from Church? Jack sunk farther into his trench coat. This was worse
than the coming ticket. A cop catching a guy from his own church. A guy who
happened to be a little eager to get home after a long day at the office. A guy he
was about to play golf with tomorrow. Jumping out of the car, he approached a
man he saw every Sunday, a man he'd never seen in uniform.

"Hi, Bob. Fancy meeting you like this."

"Hello, Jack." No smile.

"Guess you caught me red-handed in a rush to see my wife and kids."

"Yeah, | guess." Bob seemed uncertain. Good.

"I've seen some long days at the office lately. I'm afraid | bent the rules a bit -just
this once.”

Jack toed at a pebble on the pavement. "Diane said something about roast beef
and potatoes tonight. Know what | mean?" "l know what you mean. | also know
that you have a reputation in our precinct ." Ouch. This was not going in the right
direction. Time to change tactics.

"What'd you clock me at?"

"Seventy. Would you sit back in your car please?”

"Now wait a minute here, Bob. | checked as soon as saw you. | was barely
nudging 65." The lie seemed to come easier with every ticket.

"Please, Jack, in the car."

Flustered, Jack hunched himself through the still-open door. Slamming it shut, he
stared at the dashboard. He was in no rush to open the window. The minutes
ticked by. Bob scribbled away on the pad. Why hadn't he asked for a driver's
license?

Whatever the reason, it would be a month of Sundays before Jack ever sat near
this cop again. A tap on the door jerked his head to the left. There was Bob, a
folded paper in hand Jack rolled down the window a mere two inches, just enough
room for Bob to pass him the slip.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

"Thanks." Jack could not quite keep the sneer out of his voice. Bob returned to his
police car without a word. Jack watched his retreat in the mirror. Jack unfolded the
sheet of paper. How much was this one going to cost?

Wait a minute. What was this? Some kind of joke? Certainly not a ticket. Jack
began to read:

"Dear Jack, Once upon a time | had a daughter. She was six when killed by a car.
You guessed it- a speeding driver. A fine and three months in jail, and the man
was free. Free to hug his daughters, all three of them. | only had one, and I'm
going to have to wait until Heaven before | can ever hug her again.

A thousand times I've tried to forgive that man. A thousand times | thought | had.
Maybe | did, but | need to do it again. Even now. Pray for me. And be careful,
Jack, my son is all | have left."

"Bob"

Jack turned around in time to see Bob's car pull away and head down the road.
Jack watched until it disappeared. A full 15 minutes later, he too, pulled away and
drove slowly home, praying for forgiveness and hugging a surprised wife and kids
when he arrived. Life is precious. Handle with care. This is an important message;
please pass it along to your friends. Drive safely and carefully. Remember, cars
are not the only things recalled by their maker.

PRESS RELEASE FROM THE BRITISH MOTORCYCLISTS FEDERATION
January 6 2005

'Report-A-Road’ is the name of a new web-based facility set up by the British
Motorcyclists Federation to address the problem of badly maintained road
surfaces. Although motorcycles and scooters cause less damage to roads than
any other motorised vehicle, they are more susceptible to defective road surfaces
but, until now, say the 120,000 strong BMF, it has not always been easy to find the
right people to report a road defect to.

Now, using data based on county, local, and unitary authorities responsible for
road repairs and street lighting, the BMF's new Report-A-Road facility brings all
these authorities together in an alphabetically indexed list of counties for the whole
of the UK. By clicking on the appropriate link and sending an email, the fault
details are now automatically sent to the right person.

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

Badly maintained roads resulting in worn out surfaces, potholes, sunken drains,
manhole covers and the use of overbanding etc. are often seen to be a
contributory factor in motorcycle and scooter accidents say the BMF, but with
properly maintained roads, the rider spends less time checking the road surface
for hazards and more time anticipating potential dangers from other road users.

Commenting on the launch of Report-A-Road, BMF Chairman Leon Mannings
said: "We all moan about the state of the roads but not many of us bother to report
defects because it's seen as too much hassle. Now there's no excuse, note it, log
on and report it, it's as easy as that!"

The Report-A-Road facility is easy to use by sending either a simple email or
using one of the downloadable forms used by some authorities. Both methods are
accessible via Report-A-Road which can be found at:
http://www.bmf.co.uk/report-a-road/index. html

Some people might think that the motorcycle training finished at the end of
September and will not start again until the end of March but four willing (?)
Observers put their skills to the test on Saturday 11th December at Squires Cafe.

The advanced training took on a different perspective with the ‘Associates’ being
eight young offenders from York between the ages of 10-15 years on a York City
Council initiative called “Momentum on Two Wheels”. We had at our disposal four
trials bikes (Honda CR70 and 100s for the technically minded) on which they could
try various biking skills and courses with a view of improving their riding skill
and introducing them to more skilful and "smooth" riding.

At the end of the day a competition was put together (similar to our Rider of the
Year manoeuvres) around the Car Park. This was very interesting especially with
the entrance of Harry's helicopter. The competition highlighted that improvement
was being made by the lad's riding with the course being made more difficult
through each of the three laps.

If only they had known what the eventual prize was, I'm not sure that they would
have tried so hard. Thanks to Cedric for allowing the winner to go on a ride out as
pillion with him. When they eventually returned the young lad was scared stiff, lost
for words and white as a sheet. | didn't think that Cedric's riding was that bad!!

Finally, the day was very successful and the youngsters were well behaved. it is

hoped to carry out another session sometime next year. Hopefully, this type of
event may result in new Associates in years to come.

Neil Jacklin
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On 28th January 1896 the first speeding ticket was issued to a Mr Walter Arnold.
He was fined one Shilling for doing 8mph in a 2mph zone. In the same year,
Bridget Driscoll became the first fatality from an automobile accident. According to
witnesses the driver was travelling at a reckless pace, probably about 4 mph. The
coroner said: "This must never happen again."

Here’ s some more road safety and motoring milestones and facts:

1899
1903

1905
1919
1923

1926
1927
1930
1930

1932
1934
1935
1939
1940

1941
1942
1947
1951
1956
1958
1961
1967
1973
1976
1978
1983
1986
1987
1991
1992
1994
1998

The first motor accident that involved the death of the driver.

The speed limit was raised to 20mph with heavy fines for speeding and
reckless driving.

The Automobile Association was formed.

The Ministry of Transport was first set up.

The first roundabouts were developed to assist traffic movements at
junctions.

The first use of safety glass in windscreens (compulsory from 1937).
Automatic traffic lights installed in Leeds & Wolverhampton.

The minimum driving age was introduced.

The 20mph speed limit was abolished and a variety of limits for different
classes of vehicle were set. There was no speed limit for vehicles carrying
less than seven persons.

The first crossing lights were installed in Croydon.

The driving test became compulsory. Cat’s eyes invented.

30mph was introduced into built up areas.

The driving test was suspended due to the war and road casualties soared.
A 20mph speed limit in darkness was introduced to attempt to combat the
high incidence of road accidents.

RoSPA (Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents) was formed.

The Kerb Drill was launched.

The RAC/ACU Motorcycle training scheme was introduced.

Zebra crossings introduced, the first one being in Slough.

The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) was formed.

The first Motorway in the UK (M6 Preston bypass) was opened.

The Tufty Club become an integral part of road safety delivery for children.
Fitting of seatbelts became compulsory and the Drink Drive laws in force.
The compulsory wearing of motorcycle helmets was introduced.

Saw the first mini-roundabouts in the UK.

Rear fog lamps on new vehicles became compulsory.

Seatbelts were now a compulsory feature to wear whilst driving.

Fixed penalty fines for minor motoring offences was introduced.

Rear seatbelts were now fitted to all vehicles.

20mph zones were introduced to reduce accidents in busy urban areas.
Speed enforcement cameras were introduced at permanent sites.

Bus and coach speeds limited to 65mph and HGVs to 56 mph.

DETR report that in 1997 3,599 people were killed on Britain’s roads.
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As notified separately, the AGM is being held on 19 March 2005.

Nominations are invited from Full Members to stand for Committee. The Nominee
must be willing to stand for the Committee and sign the Nomination Form. By
signing the Nomination Form the Nominee is affirming his/her ability and intention,
if elected, to attend committee meetings regularly. Only Fully Paid Up Members of
the IAM and of the Group may nominate Committee Members or be nominated as
Committee Members.

Please note Those elected become Charity Trustees of the Group. You may not
stand for the Committee if the law debars you from being a Charity Trustee.

This Nomination Paper must be returned to the Group Secretary at least seven
days before the election - i.e. by 12 March 2004.

OFFICERS
Name Position Nominated | Seconded Sighature of
by by Nominee
Chairman
Vice
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Name Nominated by Seconded by Signature of
Nominee
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All Observers please note that Dave Shenton, IAM Motorcycle Manager, has
issued an Addendum to the recently circulated “Group Organised Rides - A
Guide” . It rides as follows:

“Following discussion with the Chief Executive and the National Groups
Committee, the following amendments have been agreed and will be altered when
the Guide is reprinted:-

Page 3 Associate Guidance.

The section that is shaded is intended to apply ONLY when Associates are
receiving a guidance ride where the Observer will be giving a full briefing / de
briefing (it is not intended to apply to all rides)

Page 4 ( Addition to first shaded section)

Run Leaders can be appointed by the Group Committee and these persons
should report direct to a nominated Committee Member.”

lan Buckle
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